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Tokoname City Students' International Exchange Conference Association

Chairperson of TSIE —2025—

Introduction I Taizo Fukuta

TSIE (Tokoname City Student’ s International Exchange Conference Association)
is celebrating its 30th anniversary. Starting with the Rowville Primary School
exchange program in Australia in 1997 and continuing to the SKS6 Primary School
exchange program in Malaysia in 2025, we have conducted a total 153 exchange
and hosting programs over the past 30 years (76 dispatches,77 hosting programs,
with a total of 1,333, exchange partners: 9 countries). the weight of these 30 years,
Once again, I feel the weight of 30 years of history, and at the same time, I express
my gratitude and respect to the TSIE staff and the organizing committee members
from each school who have shown resilience and never given up despite adversity
such as the COVID-19 pandemic.
TSIE has always proceeded with its activities by obtaining approval for past projects
and financial statements, as well as deliberations on the project plan and budget for the
current year, at each year s general meeting. Furthermore, we have
received understanding and cooperation from Tokoname City, the Tokoname City
Board of Education, the Tokoname Lions Club, and the Tokoname Rotary Club
since the beginning of TSIE’ s activities. In 2020, when the COVID-19 pandemic
forced us to suspend our activities and many school project committees were
dissolved and ceased to exist, we were encouraged by them and were able to continue
for 30 years. We are grateful for the opportunity to conduct international exchange
programs for children who will shape the future in a city with an international
airport , and we hope to pass this on to the next generation.
The r ecent tend of parents becoming less involved in schooling has become a major
social problem. TSIE aims to revitalize schools, where extracurricular activities and
PTA activities have weakened due to the COVID-19 pandemic and “work-style
reforms,” by establishing community schools within the local community and
recreating community schools in collaboration with the region.
Therefore, we will re-examine TSIE activities with a focus on leaving a treasure for the
community, without forcing things, rushing, making sure everyone understands,
fulfilling their respective roles, and avoiding unilateral decisions. As a starting point,
the TSIE Malaysia branch will completely reorganize, increasing working groups, and
considering parents’ opinions from all angles to achieve project success.
Furthermore, the TSIE Tokoname headquarters will reset its previous activities, fully

understand and respect “work-style reforms”, and aim for new extracurricular activities in
coexistence with schools.

The organization will be restructured to include not only TSIE personnel and parents of
students, but also local residents, creating a community-wide organization where people
of all ages can participate.

Furthermore, the TSIE Tokoname headquarters will reset its previous activities, fully
understand “work-style reforms,” and aim for new extracurricular activities that coexist
with schools. The organization will be restructured to include not only TSIE personnel
and parents of students, but also local residents, cresting an organization that anyone,
regardless of age or gender, can participate in throughout the community.

In closing, we would like to ask for your continued understanding and cooperation with
TSIE, and with that, we conclude our opening remarks for this commemorative
publication.

% Cancelled due to SARS in 2003, swine flu in 2009, the Great East Japan Earthquake
in 2011, and the COVID-19 pandemic from 2020 to 2023.
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Tokoname City Students' International Exchange Conference Association

Teacher Chaperone(Malaysia) —2025—

Sharifah Emilza binti Syed Arzahar

The beauty of Tokoname is not only seen in its pottery heritage or coastal scenery, but
in the quiet discipline and sincerity of its people. For our students, culture was not
something observed from a distance. It was lived each day. They learned it at the dining
table, saying itadakimasu and gochisousama, sharing home cooked meals, and
understanding gratitude through simple rituals. They experienced it through traditional
dance, coordinated school assemblies, and the pride shown in preserving heritage.
They noticed shoes arranged neatly before entering homes, calm movement in public
spaces, respectful bows in greeting, and the collective responsibility that shapes
community life. These routines, through ordinary to locals, became powerful lessons in
respect, mindfulness, and humility.

Living under one roof with host families became the most transformative classroom. Our
students adjusted to new schedules, shared responsibilities, and communicated beyond
language through patience and sincerity. They learned to carry themselves responsibly
because they represented their school and country. In guiding them through these
experiences, | too was reminded that learning transcends age and role. I learned
alongside them about discipline that is modelled quietly, about gratitude expressed
through action, and about the power of cultural immersion to shape character. Over the
past thirty years, TSIE has shaped generations through such lived experiences.
Participants return home more independent, more considerate, and more globally
aware. The program does not simply introduce another culture. It cultivates
adaptability, empathy, and a deeper understanding of shared humanity.

As TSIE marks its 30th Anniversary, we celebrate not only its longevity but its profound
and lasting impact. The legacy of this exchange lies in the quiet transformation of young
individuals who learn that global citizenship begins with everyday acts of respect. We
extend our deepest appreciation to TSIE and its distinguished committee members
whose vision, leadership, and steadfast commitment have sustained this meaningful
initiative for three decades. It is my sincere hope that more students and communities
across the world will have the opportunity to

experience the essence of TSIE. May more young people learn from the rich culture of
Japan, a culture grounded in strong manners, discipline, responsibility, and deep
respect for others. This program truly deserves global recognition, and may it continue
to connect hearts and shape future generations for many years to come.
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Tokoname City Students' International Exchange Conference Association

—2025—
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