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Tokoname city students international exchange



Greetings

TSIE Chairman

Taizo Fukuta

I would like to commemorate the 15th anniversary of TSIE, the
Tokoname School International Exchange program.

As you well know, the international exchange program of TSIE
had its start in 1995 at Tokoname Higashi Elementary School.
From that beginning, it has expanded to all the elementary
schools of Tokoname. This has happened only with the efforts of
so many. From the wise advice of the head office of ISSE to the
support of the executive committee of each elementary and
junior high school, the teachers, the PTA board members and the
community, as well as the extraordinary effort and leadership of
the past committee's members. I share the deepest delight as do
each of the committee's members.

As TSIE is celebrating its 15th Anniversary this year, we are
planning to hold a ceremony and a celebration, and issue
commemorative magazines. The world conference of ISSE will
be held in Tokoname in this summer. These projects will not be
realized without the support of our dedicated members of TSIE.

I am sincerely grateful for the continuous participation of many
people.

During 5 years after the 10th anniversary, Kosugaya Elementary
School has realized its long-time challenge and has joined TSIE
project. As every year's project, we have approved the past
project and account settlement at the general meeting, and have
steadily continued the project based on the project plan and the
budget draft. These projects include the hosting foreign children,
sending our children abroad, and the participation to the ISSE
conference. This has been a difficult time for all at TSIE from
the executive committee to the members of each school's
committee, due to the SARS and new Influenza pandemic.

TSIE is in all its endeavor for the realization of 'a progressive
city, culturally open to the world', the fourth general plan of
Tokoname city. It is our pleasure to develop a town, region and
country through international exchange projects and to foster an
earth-friendly, internationally-minded people.

As always, I appreciate your continuing support and corporation

for our activities



In celebration of TSIE's 15th anniversary

TSIE, the Tokoname School International Exchange program is celebrating
its 15th anniversary.

TSIE has hosted more than 280 children from: Australia, Malaysia, India,
U.S.A., Thailand and Mexico as well as sent more than 270 children to
these countries. This three weeks cultural exchange program has had very
positive results for the many children that have been able to experience it,
beyond the the differences of their cultures and languages.

Tokoname is a progressive city, culturally open to the word. Through the

TSIE project our children that carry the seeds for the future have been able

) to learn about other human being's culture and rediscover the richness of
Tokoname City ) ) .
their own town Tokoname, and their own country Japan. I'm afraid TSIE

Mayor

has had several concerns like SARS and now with the new Influenza.
Norihiko However I am very grateful to the committee's members, the school
Kataoka principals and teachers, parents and the community for their perseverance

in continuing with this endeavor. I wish for the health and the expansion of
the TSIE.

I would like to congratulate you all for the 15th anniversary of the
foundation of TSIE. I am very happy over many years to make an
opportunity for our school children through the international exchange
program.

I have learned that some of the children that had experienced the TSIE
program in Tokoname have hope for leading a mission as teachers and are
willing to play an active part in the global youth movement. To bring
dreams to our children for 15 years has been the symbol of the success of

this program.
Thanks to this experience English is being consistently taught at ever
The superintendent of p g ing y taug y

Tokoname Bureau of elementary school in Tokoname since 2009. Our children are growing in a

Education rich environment thanks to the communication that they are able to

. experience in this exchange program, making them able to understand and
Norlkazu think about the importance of world peace through global understanding. 1
Kato give my warmest congratulation to the chairperson of TSIE and to all its

members and supporters.



Chairman of the
Tokoname
Internatinal Association

Masaru
Ichihara

Congratulations on the fifteenth anniversary of TSIE. I would like to extend
my thanks to the all members for all the efforts in these fifteen years. The
very first delegation members and host children have already grown up and
are working in society. We hope their experiences of TSIE helped them for
a fuller life.

I foresee that the world will become interlocking through student
exchanges and other direct communications. By knowing the daily life of
our world community our image will be based on experience, not
imagination. We expect with our deepest hopes that TSIE will develop
further with these activities for the next generation.

Chairman of the
Tokoname Lions Club

Yoshihiro
Ina

Congratulations on 15th anniversary of TSIE.

I would like to express my deepest respect for the effort of the members of
TSIE, the government, the teachers as well as everyone involved in the
international projects. For 15 years of the international projects many
children have hosted foreign children and visited abroad.

I believe that every child who had experienced the international exchange
has had personal change, becoming more tolerated, matured and
considerate. This has happened only because the children had went abroad,
hosted foreign students and become friends with the host child and every
child at the school.

There is an international airport 'CENTRAIR' in Tokoname. I hope cultural
exchanges with people from all over the world at this region will become
more active and TSIE will contribute to foster international-minded
children for the realization of 'an international city, culturally open to the
world' .

Best wishes for your continued success.



It is my pleasure to hold and organize the ISSE conference and the 15th
anniversary of International Exchange Program of Tokoname.

This conference has been continuing since 1995 Exchanges between
Tokoname and many other countries all over the world. Exchange goes
beyond borders. I'd like to say thank you to Tokoname city and Tokoname
Lions Club which have been strong supporters of our organization since its
establishment. Even if our language ability is not so fluent we can exchange
our culture and life through our hearts through host families. Tokoname

delegations introduced Japanese culture together with friendship. They're our

little ambassadors.
The former chaiman of MERRRROsHOL

TSIE The reason why this exchange program has been alive and well for so long is
by cooperation of schools, families and the community for the future of our

Fumikazu children. Even with many meetings that lasted till the middle of the night.

Ito 1 hope for the continuous development of this program and the conference.

Rising to motto : ' Tokoname opens to the world.'

Beverly Campbell, Sue Bolduc, Adiministrative secretary ISSE America.

January 13,2010
Greetings and Congratulations on the 15th Anniversary of the Tokoname City Students' International Exchange
Association! As a member of the International School to School Experience from 1995, you decided to become
a part of an organization fostering peace and understanding throughout the world. Many organizations strive to
do this, but you were insightful enough to realize how well it could be done with young school children ages ten
to twelve. Whether traveling or hosting, the program gives all children involved the opportunity to experience
and understand other cultures on a first-hand basis. This is an innovative approach for schools that realize the
importance of international understanding in modern education. Your volunteers worked long hours without pay
to enrich your children's and schools' lives by arranging these exchanges. Initially, your exchanges were only to
English speaking countries, but we have been thrilled lately to see how your program has expanded. The
International Conference will be held in Tokoname in July, 2010,
and we are pleased to join with you in celebrating the success of
TSIE and ISSE in our joint venture of world understanding.

Best wishes and regards,

Beverly Campbell Sue Bolduc



Mayu Hirano,

(Tokoname Nishi Elementary School, Malaysia exchange)

| went to Royal Palace in Malaysia. | felt very charming there.

There were many rooms decorated motif of moons and stars.

| can't forget that there were so beautiful. After that | like foreign
cultures very much. These experience will be improve in the future.

Rina Murata,

(Tokoname Higashi Elementary School, Australia exchange)
What | learned through staying in a homestay was that people
are able to become friends with anyone. After meeting Britt, |
was able to make friends with many people. However, had |
been able to speak English better, | might have been to build

better friendships with those people.

Therefore, | am trying my best to study English. | believe | will get the chance in the future to meet
Britt again. | want to speak better English. | began thinking this way because of my chance to meet
Britt and | am very thankful for that opportunity.

Kazuya Katayama,

(Miwa Elementary School,Mexico exchange)

I went to the Thomas Alba Edison(TAE) school in Mexico city
from August 11 to August 27 in 2008.

All teachers and students were so cheerful and bright.

We introduced them the four seasons in Japan by the cultural
show.They watched our show with a serious face. -
It was very useful and fresh for me that we had the exchange with Me><|co
If | have a chance, I'll go to Mexico again.

Miya Doi,

(Ohno Elementary School, Malaysia exchange)

It squalls everyday in Malaysia. Classes are closed in the
afternoon and students eat snacks during recess time at
school. They use stream of water from hoses instead of
paper in toilet. Even though we make an appointment,
somehow they are late telling me “Malaysian time” with smile.
Everything surprised me! However, not only host family but
also everybody at school and town warmly treated us so that
we never felt lonely. We had same feeling when we hosted
the foreign students and it was the best experience for me to realize that both Japanese and
foreign people were equally nice and kind to other people.
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Miki Momiyama,

(Tokoname Nishi Elementary School, Thailand exchange)
It already past more four years when | had stayed in
Thailand.

We have been exchanging E-mail to my host KWAN.

| sometimes write letters by Thai language.

| feel international exchange very close. I'm glad that |
met foreign friend and | want to keep in touch. Meet
again some years later.

Taichi lto,

(Nishiura Mimani Elementary School,Australia exchange)

| remember some memorandum of spending with my host
family, the deference between Japan and Australia, watching
football game in stadium and going to see penguins while |
read my diary.

| was worried about English speaking but | felt the meaning
that they told. | could not speck English well but | expressed
what | wanted to say with my gesture. | often used an electric
dictionary to talk with each other.

| had a lot of things that | wanted to say for their kindness.

| am learning English to speak English with foreigners.

Yuuki Murata,

(Nishiura Minami Elementary School, Australia exchange)
Chanuka was my host child, he's an Australian whose family
came originally from Sri Lanka. They made some Sri Lanka's
cuisine with many sorts of spices. | was surprised the food
was so hot. | have never experienced such a hot dish. It
made me more surprised to see Chanuka eating spicy food
like nothing mattered. It made me laugh to see Chanuka's
funny face when he ate the Miso soup and rice crackers
which | brought from Japan.




Toyotaka Tanikawa,

(Nishiura Kita Elementary School,host father to a Mexican child)
| hadn't been involved with the preparation for the home stay
as a host father.

So, | didn't know how to react to the Mexican girl at first. Nor
did my son.

However, | felt like she was already a part of my family by the
next day. The second day forty some members participated
in the Mochitsuki Taikai/Next morning | greeted her with
“buenos dias” she answered “chayo”. She, my daughter and
three friends were all sleeping in the same room. Two weeks passed lke an arrow and | felt as if
she was my real daughter. When she left Japan | felt like | was sending my own daughter on a trip to
Mexico. | appreciate that TSIE let my family have this valuable experience. | want to thank the
members of TSIE and committee members of Nishiura Kita Elementary School. I'll do my best as
member of committee for expanding this marvelous experience to everyone.

Katsunari Suga,

(Miwa Elementary School.host father to a Mexican child)

We hosted Montse, a Mexican fifth-grade-girl. Montse was a
cute and flexible girl, who could speak English a little.

We couldn't communicate easily at first, but it became
smooth gradually.

Rio (in the third grade, at that time) was always with Montse
and communicate with her in Japanese.

Yutaro (three-year-old, then), of course, talked to her in
Japanese.

However they seemed to be interested in the English conversation between Montse and us.

There were good effects, because we did our best for Montse. At first, our breakfast changed.

We eat usually a rice-ball, but we could also eat ham and eggs.

Rio told us everything about school and events.

She went to school earlier than usual. We went out a lot family.

We could look our life over again by being host family. We could have a confident to communicate
with foreigners.

We could have a close affinity with Mexico.

The relationship between parents and children became good.

The other day, when the swine flu happened, we could know the situation in Mexico by mail with
Montse.

We are looking forward to seeing from her again some day.




Satomi Ohzono,

(Ohno Elementary School.host mother to a Thai child)

We hosted a Thai student just for three weeks, however, our
preparation to be a host family had started well before and
our international exchanges have been still continuing.
Children have ability to cross a hurdle of the border very
easily despite my worry. Even though they can't communicate
verbally, they shove each other playfully when they make
their beds together. | envy them. Thailand, an unknown
country, became the nearest country in the world for us. Are
international exchanges difficult? No! It is great!!

Rikiya Ishida,

(Tokoname Nishi Elementary School, host brother to a Thai child)
| was host family of GENKI from Thailand also he was my host.
| couldn't notice him because he changed to be slim.

| couldn't talk with him well when | met again.

| didn't know why?

| had many memories during three weeks. My brothers and
me are looking forward to meet him someday.

Kohsuke Sawada,

(Tokoname Higashi Elementary School host brother to an
Australian child)

When | was hosting Pablo, | had a problem how to make
conversation with him. But | was very glad to see he made a
greeting in Japanese.

Without speaking well, | enjoyed so much with him because
we were able to play baseball, hide and seek, digging
potatos, and playing trumps.

On the day he was leaving to Mexico, as Pablo was sobbing, | was almost in tears tc miss him.

Mie Kataqiri,

(Nishiura Minami Elementary School, host mother to a Malaysian child)
One from Upwey South Primary School, AUSTRALIA, from
May 14th through June 4th, 2001

One from Sri Kuala Lumpur Primary School, MALAYSIA, from
October 16th through November 3rd, 2004

“A child is tough!” That is how | felt when hosting a delegate
for the second time. A child we hosted that time was, what .
we call, “Crybaby Alyssa”. The 11-year-old girl said between g
her tears on the first day, “| only miss my family. I've been
upset to know that | am so weak”. However, she started changing herself on the fifth day, showing
lovely smile, snitching food, and playing tricks.

It is fun to know differences in languages, lifestyles, and cultures between us, but the most exciting
to me is watching how kids change and grow up dramatically in a different environment.
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Minami Hida,

(Tokoname Higashi Elementary School, host sister to an
Australian child)

While | was a 6th year student at Tokoname Higashi
Elementary Schoal,

Chelsea came to live with us for three weeks as a homestay
student from Weedenheights Primary School in Australia. |
met her at last summer when | was a 5th year student doing a
homestay in Melbourne. We were both very excited to see
each other again.

While she was in Japan, we explored Japanese culture together and talked about cultural
differences between our cultures in English, it was very fun. I'm very grateful to have had an
opportunity to experience this, and | want to thank the teachers, staff, family and everyone
involved. | continue to be thankful and offer my most heartfelt support to the TSIE program.

Sanae Takeuchi,

(Kosugaya Elementary School, host mother to an Australian child)
“I'm so glad | came”. That's is what we wanted our guest to
feel after staying at ourhome . In just three weeks we all
became one family.

She shared time playing together with my daughther and son,
writing her diary and drowing sitting all at the same table. To
see that would make me smile and feel happy.

Because none of us could speak each other's language we
felt insecure at times.

However with the support from people around us, the three week routine became “special”.
All the papers with english words that we stick around the house for her, make us feel nostalgic
now.

Yuriko Numata,

(Kosugaya Elementary School,host mother to an Australian
child)

Our family received Koveen. Personally | thought that by
hosting Koveen it would be a benefit to my own children. The
first week was very difficult. It felt as if | was constantly taking
care so that everything would be perfect. My husband would
come home from work and help with Koveen. It had been a
long time since | had looked forward to my husband coming
home from work. After one week, the distance between
Koveen and my children became closer. | could hear them all
playing and laughing together. | would often see my son referencing the english/japanese
dictionaries looking for words. Thanks to Koveen our family went out to places that we would never
have gone. Now, we all look forward to receiving emails from him once every other month. Someday
we would love to go and visit Koveen.




Keiichi Murata,

(Leader of the Australian group,Nishiura Kita Elementary
School)

| went to Regency Park in Australia with six elementary
school students as a delegation two years ago. It was a
wonderful three weeks in Australia.

Our host families were great and we could have many
chances to share and enjoy our time with the students,
both Japanese and Australian.

Our delegation had the opportunity to give
demonstrations of Japanese culture. I'm sure all those
experiences gave me strong influences for my life.

I want to share my appreciation that | could have this
wonderful experience from the bottom of my heart.

Atsuko Hayakawa,

(leader of the Mexican group, Miwa Elementary School)
We went to Mexico for two weeks in august 2008.

It reminds me clearly that we had a good time with host
families and local children.

Our Mexico days were lively everyday thanks to the four
times meals and chat, cheerful music and dance.

We knew the wonders of Mexican culture and
rediscovered the greatness of Japanese culture through
this exchange program.

| hope that TSIE makes more people consider other
countries' cultures important.
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Reiko Hirano, e
(Leader of the Australian group, Nishiura Minami L
Elementary School)

“We feel the same way”

|, as a leader of the delegation, went to Australia
to stay for 3 weeks from August 1st through 21st
in 2007 and tried best to support each member. |
had met many people out there who had the same
feeling with us.

My host family worked full time, so | thought that | &
they might have some difficulty taking care of
things and myself. However, what | always heard
there was positive phrases such as “Nice!”, “Good boy!”, “Good girll”, “*No problem!”.
That is the same as how host families in Japan have felt, | thought.

e

e o

Megumi Hanai,

(Leader of the Malaysian goup, Ohno Elementary School)
The countries | have been to are India, China, Nepal,
Vietnam, Burma, Cambodia and Mongol etc. | love Asian
countries but this is my first time to visit Malaysia. When |
actually visited there, | took off my hat to their hospitality.
Why are they so kind to me? They always put other people
before themselves. | think this is the primary reason | like
Asia. | am sure that the fact we had this opportunity to be
exposed to such Asian people is treasure not only for me
but also for my students.
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Norie Sawada (Chairman of ISSE Japan)

We have been working in order to provide the students opportunities for international exchanges
(hosting the delegation and sending our children abroad) based on the ISSE programs. Both the
international exchange committee and the school in each school zone have been cooperating with
each other and TSIE has been supporting them.

ISSE's objective is to allow students to interact with and learn from other children of the world,
thereby fostering peace and understanding on a global basis.

EMain Activities
* regular meeting of committee member (monthly)
* board meeting (submission of bill)
* general meeting
* workshop for leaders
* jnauguration ceremony
* returning report
* courtesy call on city mayor(delegation)
* a get-together of delegation leaders
* meeting with school board
* contact and coordination with ISSE home and report,
* decision of a school to exchange
* |[SSE meeting (monthly)
* participation for ISSE conference
* community center festival(display, food and disused bazaar )

general meeting

| am sincerely grateful for enthusiasm and support of many people for this activity.

welcome party

program guidance
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Akemi Tsuzuki (TSIE vice-Chairman and ISSE Japan coordinator)

Vice-president

I've attended the ISSE conference twice in Malaysia in 2006 and in Costa Rica in 2008. | had to
cover the travelling and staying expenses by myself, but | had nice experiences in both countries.
Considering each school's and country's circumstances, and to have nice exchanges, we
discussed how we could have ISSE programs for the future at the conference.

It is always hard work to find the partner school. Recently, partner schools are matched by the
lottery. But some cases didn't work well especially in Japan.

To know foreign countries, it is easy to get a lot of information from books, TV and the internet. But
you can feel some country's air and people's kindness firsthand if you can visit other counties. If
you can stay somebody's home, you can see what they are like and find other countries' life. It is
good to know each other better, to understand each other more.

It takes a lot of time and hard work to involve this ISSE program, but we can't do anything without
everybody's supports. | hope TSIE programs will continue forever.

The ISSE Conference in Malaysia in 2006
(At the library in Malaysian Primary Schoal)
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PROGRAM REPORT (1995~2008)

1995

1999

2000

School in Tokoname glosétt Partner School Student | Leader
Tokoname Higashi Visit Rowville(Australia) 8 2
. Visit Upwey South(Australia) 6 2
Tokoname Nishii
Host Upwey South(Australia) 6 1
Onizaki Minami Host Rowville(Australia) 6 1
Onizaki Minami Visit Rowville(Australia) 8 2
) Visit Belgrave South(Australia) 10 2
Tokoname Higashi
Host City Montessori(India) 10 2
Onizaki Kita Host Belgrave South(Australia) 6 2
Nishiura Kita Host Cockatoo(Australia) 6 2
| Onizaki Kita Visit Belgrave South(Australia) 6 2
Nishiura Kita Visit Cockatoo(Australia) 6 2
. . Visit Subang Jaya(Malaysia) 6 2
Onizaki Minami
Host Langwarrin(Australia) 8 2
Tokoname Higashi Host Belgrave South(Australia) 10 3
Ohno Host Rowville(Australia) 6 1
) Host Upwey South(Australia) 7 2
Miwa
| Visit Upwey South(Australia) 7 2
Ohno Visit Rowville(Australia) 8 2
Onizaki Minami Visit Langwarrin(Australia) 8 2
Tokoname Higashi Visit City Montessori(India) 6 2
Tokoname Nishii Host Rowville(Australia) 6 2
Nishiura Kita Host Graham(U.S.A) 4 2
Nishiura Minami Host Regency Park(Australia) 6 2
Tokoname Nishii Visit Rowville(Australia) 8 2
Nishiura Minami Visit Regency Park(Australia) 8 2
Ohno Host Cowes(Australia) 4 2
Onizaki Minami Host City Montessori(India) 8 2
Tokoname Higashi Host Shah Alam Section9(Malaysia) 8 2
| Ohno Visit Cowes(Australia) 8 2
Onizaki Minami Visit City Montessori(India) 7 3
Tokoname Higashi Visit Shah Alam Section9(Malaysia) 6 2
Nishiura Kita Visit Graham(U.S.A) 5 2
Miwa Host Belgrave South(Australia) 6 2
Onizaki Kita Host Shah Alam Section9(Malaysia) 6 2
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2001

2004

School in Tokoname ;Ihc?;tt Partner School Student | Leader
| Miwa Visit Belgrave South(Australia) 9 2
| Onizaki Kita Visit Shah Alam Section9(Malaysia) 6 2
Junior high school Visit Shah Alam Section9(Malaysia) 8 2
Ohno Host Langwarrin(Australia) 6 2
Onizaki Minami Host City Montessori(India) 8 2
Tokoname Higashi Host Rowville(Australia) 8 2
Nishiura Kita Host Regency Park(Australia) 8 2
Nishiura Minami Host Upwey South(Australia) 8 2
Ohno Visit Langwarrin(Australia) 8 2
Onizaki Minami Visit Cockatoo(Australia) 6 2
! Tokoname Higashi Visit Rowville(Australia) 6 2
Tokoname Nishii Visit Prasarnmit(Thai) 7 2
Nishiura Kita Visit Regency Park(Australia) 3 2
Nishiura Minami Visit Upwey South(Australia) 6 2
Miwa Host Shah Alam Section4 (Malaysia) 6 2
Seikai Host Shah Alam Section9(Malaysia) 8 2
3| Nishiura Kita Host Senca(Mexico) 6 1
Miwa Visit Shah Alam Section9(Malaysia) 5 2
Tokoname Higashi Visit Weeden Heights(Australia) 6 2
Junior high school Visit Shah Alam Section9(Malaysia) 8 2
Onizaki Minami Host Regency Park(Australia) 6 2
Tokoname Nishii Host Prasarnmit(Thai) 6 2
Nishiura Minami Host Sri Kuala Lumpur(Malaysia) 6 2
Miwa Visit Cockatoo(Australia) 4 2
| Onizaki Minami Visit Regency Park(Australia) 6 2
Tokoname Nishii Visit Prasarnmit(Thai) 6 2
Nishiura Minami Visit Sri Kuala Lumpur(Malaysia) 7 2
Ohno Host Raja Muda(Malaysia) 6 2
Tokoname Higashi Host Weeden Heights(Australia) 9 2
Nanryou Host Shah Alam Section2(Malaysia) 8 2
Ohno Visit Raja Muda(Malaysia) 6 2
L‘ Onizaki Minami Visit Weeden Heights(Australia) 6 2
| Tokoname Higashi Visit Selby(Australia) 6 2
Miwa Host Cockatoo(Australia) 6 2
Tokoname Nishii Host Prasarnmit(Thai) 6 2
Nishiura Kita Host Regency Park(Australia) 6 2
Nishiura Minami Host Rowville(Australia) 6 2
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Year

School in Tokoname Xlg’; Partner School Student | Leader
| Tokoname Nishii Visit Shah Alam Section7 (Malaysia) 6 2
Nishiura Kita Visit Regency Park(Australia) 6 2
Nishiura Minami Visit Rowville(Australia) 5 2
Miwa Host Thomas Alva Edison(Mexico) 6 2
Ohno Host Prasarnmit(Thai) 6 2
| Miwa Visit Thomas Alva Edison(Mexico) 6 2
Ohno Visit Prasarnmit(Thai) 6 2
| Tokoname Higashi Host Colegio Buena Tierra(Mexico) 8 2
Tokoname Nishii Host Shah Alam Section7 (Malaysia) 6 2
Nishiura Kita Host Olinca(Mexico) T 2
Nishiura Minami Host Upwey South(Australia) 6 2
Kosugava Host Rowville(Australia) 6 2
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15TH ANNIVERSARY STAFF

Taizo Fukuta (TSIE Chairman)
Kazue Hatanaka
Yuko Murakami
Yasuko Morimoto
Yoshio Ohsawa
Akiyo Doi

Satoko Azuma
Kazuhisa Murakawa
Yuki Tamura

Keiji Ina

Eiichi Sarai

Yukie Fujita







